Courage Expository Essay

I Introductory Paragraph

A. Hook--a sentence or two that grabs the reader’s attention while introducing the topic of courage
B. Background--In your own words, define what it means to be courageous.

C. Thesis statement—Clearly presents the overall purpose of the writing this essay. (The people you have chosen that show courage within the sources.)
II First Person’s Act of Courage

A. Transition

B. Identify the person of a courageous act. (Who)
a. Rosa Parks

C. Describe the particulars of the incident (What, Where, When, Why)
a. Refused to give up her designated “black” seat for a white person and was arrested

b. Montgomery, Alabama segregated city bus

c. 1955 

a. Rosa Parks was tired of the inequality treatment of African Americans in the South

D. Source—Lead in transition, cite source, “Quote”, explanation

a. For example

b. Source one, paragraph three

c. “Parks knew the risks when she defended her rights and was determined to do more for her community.”

d. Rosa Parks was willing to make a sacrifice for others regardless of danger or trouble she would put herself in 

III Second Person’s Act of Courage

A. Transition

B. Identify the person of a courageous act. (Who)

C. Describe the particulars of the incident (What, Where, When, Why)

D. Source—Lead in transition, cite source, “Quote”, explanation

IV Third Person’s Act of Courage

A. Transition

B. Identify the person of a courageous act. (Who)

C. Describe the particulars of the incident (What, Where, When, Why)

D. Source—Lead in transition, cite source, “Quote”, explanation

V Concluding Paragraph

A. Clearly restate the thesis.

B. Relate the selected people exemplify courage.

C. Concluding sentence--How and/or why is courage important
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